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The Honorable Reed Hundt
Chairm.an
Federal Communications Commission
1919 K street, NW
Washinqton, D.C. 20554

Dear Mr. Hundt: :

We are writing reqardinq the implement:at:1on of Section 9 of the
Communications Act ot 1934, an issue of great concern to small
broadcasters in our Dis~rict••

Section 9 authorizes the Federal Communications commission (FCC)
to as.... and collect the fee amount. established Dy the Schedule
of Regulatory Fee. set forth in section 9. Under the schedUle,
the fee amounts for commercial radio licensees will dep.nd solely
upon the desiqnated class of the station involved. Fe. amounts
for commercial television licens.e. will vary depending on market
s1ze.

Under the proposed regulation., the.e fee. will have a neqative
impact on small broadca.~ers. The current fee structure 1s not
only inequitable, it aisproportionately burden. small stations
which may be force~ to cut back on programming, or r.duce PUblic
services, or make operational cutback., in order to make
regulatory f.e payments. Some st.ations which operate on a very
slim margin may be forced to go off of the air as a result of the
requlatory fe.s. The•• actions would lead to a degradation of
service, which clearly is not in the public interest..

We strongly urge the FCC to prevent this potential threat to the
public interest. Under Section 9, the FCC has the discretion to
waiv., reduce, or defer the payment at regulatory license f ••••
Consequently, we recommend that the FCC take the following
actions:

1. CODSider tbe aark.t si•• and rev.au. base of aacb
~ro.dca8ter when 4.terainin9 the appropriate r.qulatory t •••

Under the proposed radio station licensing te•• , radio
stations in the same class will pay the same r.gulatory fee
amount, despite enormous ~iffer.nc8s in their service areas
and revenue base.. For example, small Class C FM stations
in rural areas which have a potential audience of thousands
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of listeners will pay the same f.e as large Class C FM
stations in chicago, Los Angeles, or New York Ci~y, which
have a potential audience of millions of listeners. We
believe that revenue bas. should DQ considered in as••••ing
t ••s so that small broadcasters are not disproportionately
burdened.

2. Grant vaiv••• , reductions aDd 4efe%aents of ~h. f ••s ba.e4
on a sboviag of finaDcial ha~4.hip.

Under the proposed rule, the FCC intends to interpret
Section 9 Cd) v.ry narrowly and grant waivers, reductions or
deferment. of regulatory f.es only in very unusual
circumstance.. We believe that the FCC shOUld consider a
.howing of financial hardship as SUfficient justification
for a waiver, reduction or determent. Small broadcasters
with a tenuous financial position should not be further
burdened with federal government regulatory f ••••

Purthermore, under the proposed rule, broadcasters wishing
to request a waiver or reduction in their fee must accompany
th.ir request with the appropriate requlatory fe.. stations
in bankruptcy, receiverShip, or tr~stee ship, will be hard
pr••••d to pay the fee. Wa believe it doe. not make sen.e
to r.quire a station requesting a waiver on the basis ot
financial hardShip to be required to pay the t.e.

3. ~llov all broa4casters to pay their f ••• in in8talla.D~.

Under the proposed rule, only those broadcasters whose raes
total $12,000 or more are p.rmitted to pay their f.es in two
equal installments. We believe that the pUblic interest
would be better served if all broadcasters were allowed to
pay by installments. This would ensure that broadcasters
have suffici.nt tunds year round to produc. and purchase
proqramminq that serves the needs and interests ot their
individual communities.

Wa re.pectfully, yet strongly, encourage you to consider th•••
recommendations. Thank you in advance for your attention to this
matter.

Sincerely,

RICHARD H. BAKER
Member of Conqre••
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Kember of Congress

~~!frv
WILLIAM H. Z!LIFF, JR.
Member of Congress

CHARLBS W. sT!NBOLM
Member of conqre••
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DOUG BERE~ER

Kember of tongres.
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BERNARD SANDERS
Member of Congress

~~;j.Uu...:L
BARBARA F. VUCANOVICH
Member of Congress

Member of Congr•••
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SAM GEJDEJlSOV
Member o~conqr••s

PAT ROBERTS
Member of Congress

w. OLVER
~~e.r of Congr... .

~~~
HAlULYN LLOYD
Member of Congress

TIM JOHNSON
Mem):)er or conqras.

NANCY L. JOHNSON
Kember of congress

~ wt#1.~ ~« ,,e;.~~ ...=

GEORGE DARDEN
Member of Conqress

t~
AXES L. OBERSTAR

M••ber of Congre.s



04.120/94 15: 04 tt .. . .. 141.007

c.",........- _--....-~
S'rEPHDI B. BUYER
Kember or Conqr•••
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Meaber of Conqr.ss
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MJl~)~
w. G. HEFNER
Kember of Conqress

E. DE LA GARZA
Keaber of COftC)r•••

I ,
! ..... I..,
(". 0' I ••:__ ,. .~

~ftUP~
M8ber ot Conqr•••

KICIIABL A. COLLINS
K.mber of Congress

~~
MICHA!:L CRAPO
Member of Congress


